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There is provided a conductive paste composition for an
external electrode, the conductive paste composition includ-
ing a polymer resin, spherical first conductive metal particles
included in the polymer resin and being hollow in at least a
portion thereof, and second conductive metal particles of a
flake shape included in the polymer resin and being hollow in
at least a portion thereof.
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CONDUCTIVE PASTE COMPOSITION FOR
EXTERNAL ELECTRODE AND
MULTILAYER CERAMIC ELECTRONIC
COMPONENT INCLUDING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2013-0083687 filed on Jul. 16, 2013, with the
Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a conductive paste compo-
sition for an external electrode and a multilayer ceramic elec-
tronic component including the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

Examples of electronic components using a ceramic mate-
rial include a capacitor, an inductor, a piezoelectric element,
a varistor, a thermistor, and the like.

A multilayered ceramic capacitor (MLCC) among the
ceramic electronic components includes a ceramic element
formed of a ceramic material, internal electrodes formed in
the ceramic element, and external electrodes mounted on a
surface of the ceramic element to be electrically connected to
the internal electrodes, and has advantages such as a small
size, high capacitance, ease of mounting, and the like.

Due to the advantages as described above, the multilayered
ceramic capacitor is used as a chip type condenser mounted
on a printed circuit board of several electronic products such
as computers, personal digital assistants (PDAs), cellular
phones, and the like to perform an important role of charging
or discharging electricity and may have various sizes and
stacked forms depending on use and capacity.

Recently, in accordance with miniaturization of the elec-
tronic products, it is demanded to allow the multilayered
ceramic capacitor to have a subminiature size and ultra high
capacitance. To this end, the multilayered ceramic capacitor
having a structure in which a larger number of dielectric
layers and internal electrodes are stacked has been manufac-
tured, wherein the dielectric layer and the internal electrode
have a thin thickness.

Since many functions in the field requiring high reliability,
for example, automobiles, medical devices, or the like, are
digitalized, the subminiaturized and ultra high capacitance
multilayered ceramic capacitor is required to have the high
reliability.

Examples of factors causing problems in the above-men-
tioned high reliability may include crack occurrence in an
external electrode layer due to external impacts, permeation
of'plating liquid into the ceramic element through the external
electrode layer at the time of performing a plating process,
and the like.

Specifically, since a chip in which bending cracks do not
occur after a bending test is performed thereon is in demand,
it may be difficult to guarantee reliability by using a copper
(Cu) paste generally used at the time of firing the external
electrode.

The following Related Art Document relates to a conduc-
tive paste for an external electrode and a multilayer ceramic
electronic component having an external electrode formed
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using the same. However, the following Related Art Docu-
ment does not disclose hollow metal particles.

RELATED ART DOCUMENT
Korean Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 2011-0121572
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An aspect of the present invention provides a conductive
paste for an external electrode, for manufacturing a chip in no
bending cracks occur, and a multilayer ceramic electronic
component including the same.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a conductive paste composition for an external elec-
trode, the conductive paste composition including: a polymer
resin; spherical first conductive metal particles included in the
polymer resin and being hollow in at least a portion thereof;,
and second conductive metal particles of a flake shape
included in the polymer resin.

All the first conductive metal particles may be hollow.

At least a portion of the second conductive metal particles
may be hollow.

All the first and second conductive metal particles may be
hollow.

The first conductive metal particle may be at least one
selected from a group consisting of silver (Ag), copper (Cu),
and aluminum (Al).

The second conductive metal particle may be at least one
selected from a group consisting of silver (Ag), copper (Cu),
and aluminum (Al).

The first conductive metal particle may have a size 0of 0.1 to
1.5 um.

A content of the second conductive metal particles is 10 to
50%.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a conductive paste composition for an external
electrode, the conductive paste composition including: a
polymer resin; spherical first conductive metal particles
included in the polymer resin; and second conductive metal
particles of a flake shape included in the polymer resin and
being hollow in at least a portion thereof.

All the first conductive metal particles may be hollow.

All the second conductive metal particles may be hollow.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a multilayer ceramic electronic component,
including: a ceramic element having a plurality of dielectric
layers stacked therein; a plurality of first and second internal
electrodes formed on at least one surface of the dielectric
layer and alternately exposed through both end surfaces of the
ceramic element; and first and second external electrodes
formed on the both end surfaces of the ceramic element and
electrically connected to the first and second internal elec-
trodes, wherein the first and second external electrodes
include a polymer resin, spherical first conductive metal par-
ticles included in the polymer resin and being hollow in at
least a portion thereof, and second conductive metal particles
of a flake shape included in the polymer resin.

All the first conductive metal particles may be hollow.

At least a portion of the second conductive metal particles
may be hollow.

The multilayer ceramic electronic components may further
include plated layers formed on surfaces of the first and
second external electrodes.

The plated layer may be configured of nickel (Ni) plated
layers formed on the surfaces of the first and second external
electrodes, and tin (Sn) plated layers formed on surfaces of
the nickel-plated layers.
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A content of the second conductive metal particles may be
10 to 50%.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a multilayer ceramic electronic component,
including: a ceramic element having a plurality of dielectric
layers stacked therein a plurality of first and second internal
electrodes formed on at least one surface of the dielectric
layer and alternately exposed through both end surfaces of the
ceramic element; and first and second external electrodes
formed on both end surfaces of the ceramic element and
electrically connected to the first and second internal elec-
trodes, wherein the first and second external electrodes
include a polymer resin, spherical first conductive metal par-
ticles included in the polymer resin, and second conductive
metal particles of a flake shape included in the polymer resin
and being hollow in at least a portion thereof.

All the first conductive metal particles may be hollow.

All the second conductive metal particles may be hollow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other aspects, features and other advantages
of'the present invention will be more clearly understood from
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a conductive
paste for an external electrode according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view schematically showing a mul-
tilayered ceramic capacitor according to another embodiment
of the present invention; and

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along line A-A' of
FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. The invention may, however, be embodied in many
different forms and should not be construed as being limited
to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these embodi-
ments are provided so that this disclosure will be thorough
and complete, and will fully convey the scope of the invention
to those skilled in the art. In the drawings, the shapes and
dimensions of elements may be exaggerated for clarity, and
the same reference numerals will be used throughout to des-
ignate the same or like elements.

An aspect ratio used in embodiments of the present inven-
tion refers to a length ratio obtained by dividing a length of'a
long axis by a length of a short axis (a length of a long axis/a
length of a short axis).

A ceramic electronic component according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention is provided. An example of the
ceramic electronic component according to an embodiment
of the present invention includes a multilayered ceramic
capacitor, an inductor, a piezoelectric element, a varistor, a
chip resistor, a thermistor, and the like. Hereinafter, the mul-
tilayered ceramic capacitor will be described as an example of
the ceramic electronic components.

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a conductive
paste for an external electrode according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, a conductive paste composition for an
external electrode according to an embodiment of the present
invention may include a polymer resin 10, spherical first
conductive metal particles 20 and 21 included in the polymer
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resin 10 and being hollow in at least a portion thereof, and
second conductive metal particles 30 and 31 having a flake
shape included in the polymer resin 10 and being hollow in at
least a portion thereof.

In order to improve bending cracks resistance of the mul-
tilayered ceramic capacitor, the polymer resin 10 having good
flexibility may be used.

The polymer resin 10 may be an epoxy resin, but is not
limited thereto.

At least a portion of the first conductive metal particles 20
and 21 or the second conductive metal particles 30 and 31
may be hollow particles.

Inthe case in which at least a portion of the first conductive
metal particles 20 and 21 or the second conductive metal
particles 30 and 31 may be hollow therein, the metal particle
being hollow therein may perform a buffering operation, such
that occurrence of bending cracks may be further suppressed
as compared to a case in which general metal particles are
used.

In addition, the hollow metal particle may consume a raw
material in a reduced amount thereof as compared to the
general metal particle, such that production costs may be
decreased.

Further, all of the first conductive metal particles 21 or the
second conductive metal particles 31 may be hollow.

Specifically, when manufacturing the conductive paste for
an external electrode using hollow metal particles, that is,
both the first conductive metal particle 21 and the second
conductive metal particle 31 being hollow, the buffering
operation may be significantly increased, such that the occur-
rence of bending cracks may be prevented.

The first conductive metal particles 20 and 21 may have a
spherical shape having an aspect ratio of 1.45 or less.

Since the first conductive metal particles 20 and 21 have the
spherical shape, the occurrence of bending cracks may be
suppressed regardless of a direction in which the first con-
ductive metal particles 20 and 21 are arranged in the polymer
resin 10.

The second conductive metal particles 30 and 31 may have
a flake shape having an aspect ratio greater than 1.45.

Since the conductive paste for an external electrode
according to the embodiment of the present invention needs
to have conductivity, the conductive paste may have higher
conductivity when the second conductive metal particles 30
and 31 have a flake shape.

According to the embodiment of the present invention, the
first conductive metal particles 20 and 21 or the second con-
ductive metal particles 30 and 31 may be at least one selected
from a group consisting of silver (Ag), copper (Cu), and
aluminum (Al), but is not limited thereto.

The conductive metal particles may be included in the
polymer resin 10 and may be formed of a metal having high
conductivity.

According to the embodiment of the present invention, the
first conductive metal particles 20 and 21 may have a grain
size 0f 0.1 to 1.5 um.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view schematically showing a mul-
tilayered ceramic capacitor 100 according to another embodi-
ment of the present invention and FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional
view taken along line A-A' of FIG. 2.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, a multilayered ceramic capaci-
tor 100 according to another embodiment of the present
invention may include a ceramic element 110 having a plu-
rality of dielectric layers 111 stacked therein, a plurality of
first and second internal electrodes 121 and 122 formed on at
least one surface of the dielectric layer 111, first and second
external electrodes 131 and 132 formed both end surfaces of
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the ceramic element 110 and electrically connected to the first
and second internal electrodes 121 and 122.

The ceramic element 110 may be formed by stacking and
then firing the plurality of dielectric layers 111, wherein the
respective dielectric layers 111 adjacent to each other may be
integrated so as not to confirm a boundary therebetween
without using a scanning electron microscope (SEM).

In addition, the ceramic element 110 may generally have a
rectangular parallelepiped shape, but the present invention is
not limited thereto.

In addition, the ceramic element 110 is not limited in view
of'a dimension thereof, but it may be configured in the size of,
for example, 0.6 mmx0.3 mm, to configure the multilayered
ceramic capacitor having high capacitance.

In addition, an outermost surface of the ceramic element
110 may be provided with a dielectric cover layer (not shown)
having a predetermined thickness, as necessary.

The dielectric layer 111 may contribute to the formation of
capacitance of a capacitor, a thickness of one layer thereof
may be optionally changed to meet a design of the capaci-
tance of the multilayered ceramic capacitor 100, and one
dielectric layer 111 may be configured to have a thickness of
0.1 to 1.0 um after a firing process. However, the present
invention is not limited thereto.

In addition, the dielectric layer 111 may include a high-k
ceramic material and may include, for example, BaTiO3
based ceramic power, or the like. However, the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto.

An example of the BaTiO; based ceramic power includes
(Ba, .Ca)Ti0O,, Ba(Ti, Ca,) O,, (Ba, Ca,) (Ti; Zr,) Os,
Ba(Ti,_,Zr )O;, or the like, in which Ca, Zr, or the like is
partially used in BaTiO;. However, the present invention is
not limited thereto.

Meanwhile, the dielectric layer 111 may further include
various ceramic additives such as transition metal oxide or
carbide, rare-earth elements, magnesium (Mg), aluminum
(Al), or the like, organic solvents, plasticizers, binders, dis-
persing agents, and the like, together with the ceramic pow-
der.

The first and second internal electrodes 121 and 122 are
formed on a ceramic sheet forming the dielectric layer 111 to
be stacked on each other, and are then formed in the ceramic
element 110, having one dielectric layer 111 interposed ther-
ebetween, through the firing process.

The above-mentioned first and second internal electrodes
121 and 122, a pair of electrodes having polarities different
from each other, are disposed to face each other in a direction
in which the dielectric layers 111 are stacked and are electri-
cally insulated from each other by the dielectric layer 111
interposed therebetween.

In addition, the first and second internal electrodes 121 and
122 have respective one ends exposed through both end sur-
faces of the ceramic element 110, and the one ends of the first
and second internal electrodes 121 and 122 alternately
exposed through respective one end surfaces of the ceramic
element 110 as described above are electrically connected to
the first and second external electrodes 131 and 132, respec-
tively.

The first and second internal electrodes 121 and 122 are
formed of a conductive metal, and the first and second internal
electrodes 121 and 122 formed of nickel (Ni), a nickel (Ni)
alloy, or the like may be used. However, the present invention
is not limited thereto.

When a predetermined level of voltage is applied to the
above-mentioned first and second external electrodes 131 and
132, charges are accumulated between the first and second
internal electrodes 121 and 122 facing each other. In this case,
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capacitance of the multilayered ceramic capacitor 100 is pro-
portional to areas of the first and second internal electrodes
121 and 122 facing each other.

Hereinafter, a multilayered ceramic capacitor according to
another embodiment of the present invention will be
described while describing a method of manufacturing the
multilayered ceramic capacitor according to another embodi-
ment of the present invention.

First, a plurality of ceramic sheets are prepared.

The ceramic sheet, forming the dielectric layer 111 of the
ceramic element 110, may be manufactured by mixing
ceramic powder, polymer, and solvent with each other to
thereby prepare slurry and allowing the slurry to be manufac-
tured in a sheet form having a thickness of several pm using a
doctor blade method or the like.

Next, patterns of the first and second internal electrodes
121 and 122 are formed by printing a conductive paste on at
least one surface of the respective ceramic sheets to a prede-
termined thickness.

In this case, the first and second internal electrode patterns
may be formed to be alternately exposed through both oppos-
ing end surfaces of the ceramic sheet.

In addition, a method of printing the conductive paste may
use a screen printing method, a gravure printing method, or
the like, but the present invention is not limited thereto.

Next, a multilayer body is formed by alternately stacking a
plurality of ceramic sheets having the first and second internal
electrodes 121 and 122 formed thereon and pressing the plu-
rality of ceramic sheets in a stacking direction thereof such
that the plurality of ceramic sheets and the first and second
internal electrode patterns formed on the ceramic sheets are
compressed.

Next, the multilayer body is cut to separate respective
regions corresponding to single capacitors to form individual
chip forms so that respective one ends of the first and second
internal electrode patterns are alternately exposed through
both end surfaces of the multilayer body.

Next, the multilayer body cut into an individual chip form
is fired at a relatively high temperature, such that the ceramic
element 110 having a plurality of first and second internal
electrodes 121 and 122 is completed.

Next, copper films 131a and 1324 are formed on surfaces to
which the internal electrodes 121 and 122 of the ceramic
element 110 are exposed.

Connectivity between the internal electrodes 121 and 122
and the external electrodes 131 and 132 may be secured by the
copper films 131a and 132a.

The copper films 131a and 1324 may be formed using a
copper (Cu) paste.

The copper (Cu) paste may be produced by using copper
(Cu) powder as conductive powder and mixing glass frit, an
organic vehicle manufactured using a base resin and an
organic solvent, and the like with the copper powder.

The above-mentioned copper paste is applied to the sur-
faces to which the internal electrodes 121 and 122 of the
ceramic element 110 are exposed and is then fired to thereby
form the copper films 1314 and 132a.

Inthis case, since the copper films 131a and 1324 may only
need to implement contact with the internal electrodes 121
and 122, the copper paste may be applied so that a band
thereof is relatively narrow in the ceramic element 110.

Next, polymer resin layers 1315 and 1325 may be formed
on the copper films 131a and 132a4.

The polymer resin layers 1315 and 13256 may be formed
using a conductive paste for an external electrode, including
a polymer resin 10, spherical first conductive metal particles
20 and 21 included in the polymer resin 10 and being hollow
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in at least a portion thereof, and second conductive metal
particles 30 and 31 having a flake shape included in the
polymer resin 10 and being hollow in at least a portion
thereof.

The polymer resin 10 may be an epoxy resin, but is not
limited thereto.

The conductive paste may be in a state in which epoxy and
a hardening agent are dissolved in a solvent, and may be
manufactured by adding the conductive metal particles to the
dissolved epoxy.

By positioning the polymer resin layers 1315 and 1325 on
the copper films 131a and 132a, bending crack resistance of
the multilayered ceramic capacitor may be improved.

At least a portion of the first conductive metal particles 20
and 21 or the second conductive metal particles 30 and 31
may be hollow.

In the case in which at least a portion of the first conductive
metal particles or the second conductive metal particles is
hollow therein, the hollow metal particle may perform a buff-
ering operation, such that occurrence of bending cracks may
be further suppressed as compared to a case in which general
metal particles are used.

In addition, the hollow metal particle may consume a raw
material in an amount less than that of the general metal
particle, such that production costs may be decreased.

Further, all of the first conductive metal particles 21 or the
second conductive metal particles 31 may be hollow.

The first conductive metal particles 20 and 21 may have a
spherical shape having an aspect ratio of 1.45 or less.

Since the first conductive metal particles 20 and 21 have the
spherical shape, occurrence of bending cracks may be sup-
pressed regardless of a direction in which the first conductive
metal particles 20 and 21 are arranged in the polymer resin 10.

The second conductive metal particles 30 and 31 may have
a flake shape having an aspect ratio greater than 1.45.

Since the conductive paste for an external electrode
according to the embodiment of the present invention has
conductivity, relatively high conductivity may be included
therein when the second conductive metal particles 30 and 31
have a flake shape.

According to the embodiment of the present invention, the
first conductive metal particles 20 and 21 or the second metal
particles 30 and 31 may be at least one selected from a group
consisting of silver (Ag), copper (Cu), and aluminum (Al),
but is not limited thereto.

The conductive metal particles may be included in the
polymer resin 10 and may be formed of a metal having rela-
tively high conductivity.

Next, plating layers 131¢ and 132¢ may be further formed
by performing a plating process on surfaces of the polymer
resin layers 1315 and 1325.

In this case, examples of materials used in performing the
plating process may include nickel or tin, a nickel-tin alloy, or
the like, and a nickel-plated layer and a tin-plated layer may
be sequentially stacked on the polymer resin layers 1315 and
1325.

The following table 1 illustrates whether or not a high
temperature load and peaking occur depending on the con-
tents of the spherical first conductive metal particles and the
second conductive metal particles having the flake shape.
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TABLE 1

Content (%) of
second conductive
metal particles

High temperature

load (125° C.,2 V) Peaking

Lol

HHXOOOOOOO
OO00OO0OOM

The peaking refers to an applied form of the external elec-
trode in which a thickness of applied edges is relatively thin
and a thickness of a central portion thereof is relatively thick.

As shown in Table 1, in the case in which the content of the
second conductive metal particles of the flake shape exceeds
50%, peaking occurs and a high temperature load occurs, and
in the case in which the content of the second conductive
metal particles is less than 10%, the peaking occurs, such that
IR degradation and a short defect occur at the time of testing
high temperature load reliability.

In addition, in the case in which 60% or more of the second
conductive metal particles are included, deviations in thick-
ness may occur at the time of applying the external electrode
or a conductive path may be decreased due to the second
conductive metal particles having the flake shape being dis-
posed in a flat state.

Therefore, in the case in which the second conductive
metal particles of 10% to 50% are included, the high tem-
perature load due to the peaking may be prevented, and con-
ductivity may be secured by preventing the decrease in the
conductive path.

As set forth above, according to the embodiment of the
present invention, by providing the conductive paste for an
external electrode, including hollow metal particles, a buft-
ering operation may be improved, such that the occurrence of
bending cracks may be suppressed.

While the present invention has been shown and described
in connection with the embodiments, it will be apparent to
those skilled in the art that modifications and variations can be
made without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention as defined by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A conductive paste composition for an external elec-
trode, the conductive paste composition comprising:

a polymer resin;

spherical first conductive metal particles included in the

polymer resin; and

second conductive metal particles of a flake shape included

in the polymer resin,

wherein at least a portion of either of the first and second

conductive metal particles is hollow.

2. The conductive paste composition for an external elec-
trode of claim 1, wherein all the first conductive metal par-
ticles are hollow.

3. The conductive paste composition for an external elec-
trode of claim 1, wherein all the first and second conductive
metal particles are hollow.

4. The conductive paste composition for an external elec-
trode of claim 1, wherein the first conductive metal particle is
at least one selected from a group consisting of silver (Ag),
copper (Cu), and aluminum (Al).

5. The conductive paste composition for an external elec-
trode of claim 1, wherein the second conductive metal particle
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is at least one selected from a group consisting of silver (Ag),
copper (Cu), and aluminum (Al).

6. The conductive paste composition for an external elec-
trode of claim 1, wherein the first conductive metal particle
has a size 0f 0.1 to 1.5 um.

7. The conductive paste composition for an external elec-
trode of claim 1, wherein a content of the second conductive
metal particles is 10 to 50%.

8. A multilayer ceramic electronic component, compris-
ing:

a ceramic element having a plurality of dielectric layers

stacked therein;

aplurality of first and second internal electrodes formed on

at least one surface of the dielectric layer and alternately
exposed through both end surfaces of the ceramic ele-
ment; and

first and second external electrodes formed on the both end

surfaces of the ceramic element and electrically con-
nected to the first and second internal electrodes,

wherein the first and second external electrodes include a

polymer resin, spherical first conductive metal particles
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included in the polymer resin, and second conductive
metal particles of a flake shape included in the polymer
resin, and

at least a portion of either of the first and second conductive
metal particles is hollow.

9. The multilayer ceramic electronic components of claim

, wherein all the first conductive metal particles are hollow.

10. The multilayer ceramic electronic components of claim

8, further comprising plated layers formed on surfaces of the
first and second external electrodes.

11. The multilayer ceramic electronic components of claim

10, wherein the plated layer is configured of nickel (Ni) plated
layers formed on the surfaces of the first and second external
electrodes, and tin (Sn) plated layers formed on surfaces of
the nickel-plated layers.

12. The multilayer ceramic electronic components of claim

, wherein a content of the second conductive metal particles
is 10 to 50%.



